Sheremet O. Financial Support of the Crime-Preventing Measures by Local Authorities: Regional Experience
The author provides a brief overview of one of the most important functions of local authorities which are ensuring law and order, protection of rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of citizens. Special attention is focused on close collaboration between local authorities and law-enforcement agencies especially at the regional level and at the level of regional centers. The author insists on the financial support of the measures for crime prevention not only by the state government but by the local authorities as well. The author demonstrates the experience of the City of Chernihiv in the implementation of the program of financial support for ensuring public safety and order in the city.

Of course, the main burden of crime prevention is entrusted to law enforcement agencies, including newly established police, but crime is traditionally influenced by the characteristics of a local community and often depends on the economic situation in the region, its national structure, and local traditions. Most crimes can be prevented due to close cooperation between local authorities and law enforcement agencies, especially at the regional level and at the level of regional centers, in particular. We can take the experience of a number of regional centers of Ukraine as a model. The author offers to have a look at the Chernihiv experience in the implementation of the program of financial support for ensuring public safety and order in the city for some years ahead. The main purpose of these programs is to enhance the coordinating role of local authorities in solving the problems of crime control, to eliminate preconditions for offences and to ensure the constitutional rights and freedoms of citizens on the basis of clearly defined priorities for scaling up efforts to law enforcement agencies, local authorities, the public and to raise the prestige of the National police of Ukraine as well. Particularly, on 29.09.2016 the Chernihiv City Council took a decision № 11 / VII-3 “About the program of ensuring security, law, and order on the territory of Chernihiv in 2016-2017 ”. This decision was possible only due to the budget capacity of the regional center to financially support the measures for crime prevention in the city. Among the main tasks set before a police and the city council structural units there are:

-    preventive activities aimed at the prevention of crimes;

-    identifying causes and conditions which are favorable for criminal and administrative offenses;

-    implementation of measures aimed at eliminating the threat to life and health of individuals; 

-    providing immediate response to the reports of criminal and administrative offenses;

-    implementation of  measures to ensure public safety and order in the streets, squares, parks, stadiums and other public places;

-    monitoring compliance with the legislation on guardianship, custody of orphans and children deprived of parental care, implementation of  measures against child neglect and juvenile delinquency;

-    implementation of  measures to prevent and stop family violence. 

The effectiveness of the implementation of this program depends on the stuff of executives. Among them, there are law enforcement agencies and city council  departments such as Financial Department, Housing Department, the Department of Family, Youth and Sport, Education Department and others. The chief coordinator of the program is the Department of interaction with law enforcement, mobilization, defense and special work of the City Council. The decision on systematic consultation with the public through seminars, public hearings, and roundtable talks was taken.
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